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x  Period of the mission16-19 June 2019.
x GFTADsteamm YNJ @&l G2F WIOROSgsalA oandAlekeyf S RSN
Igolkin (RU).
x Places visited during the mission
1 Central Veterinary Offic&ASFAn Brussels.
1 FlancrsRegion. LCU Office in Gent.
1 2 farms. One large, onemall free range.
1 Walloon RegionVirton, ASF region infected

x Terms of Reference

1. The experts should perform on the spot visits (as detailed in the Annex) in order to gather
data and be in a position to formulate recommendations on disease management.

2. The experts should work with the Veterinary Services in order to determine thoavioh
aspects:
a. If African swine fever (ASF) is occurring in domestic pigs (both in commercial sector and

the socalled back yard sector) and extent of the areas of occurrence.

b. If ASF is occurring in wild boar and geographical distribution ofnASikiboar.
c. Formulate hypothesis on the drivers of ASF occurrence.

1 Disclaimer: The views and recommendatiorpressed in this document are those of the independent
experts and may not, in any circumstances, be construed as the official position of their organization, nor of
the EC, OIE or FAO



3. Propose measures intended for the control and eradication of ASF under local conditions,
in line with the OIE International Standards and the Recommendations formulated by the
GFTADs SGE on ASF.

4. The experts should report to the Standing Group of Experts on African swine fever in
Europe under the OIE/FAO GRDs and to the Veterinary Services of the country being
visited.A written report should be produced for each mission.

The itinerary of the visit is attached to the report.

The KingdomBelgium is a federal statconsisting of3 autonomous regionsg Flanders,
Brussels and Wallonia.

The Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC) is resparfaibtedafety and
domesticanimal health.

Theautonomousyegional authorities are responsible for wildlife management and control of
infectious diseases in wildlife, in cooperation with the 82\F

All ASF cases at the time of the mission wexrded in southern Belgium in Wallonia.
9/09/2018: 3 adultwild boars found dead in the town of Etalle.
10/09/2018: sick youngvild boar shot in the town of Etalle.
12/10/2018: delineation by the Wallin Region of 3operational® zones within the
infected zone, with a view to the management of wild boars
(a) kernel zone ban for hunting, night shooting, searching of carcasteegjing ban,

(b) buffer zone ban for hunting, night shooting, searching of carcasteegjing ban,

(c)reinforced obsevation zoneg hunting allowed, searching of carcasses, feeding ban,

Later, the viglance zone has been created by WalldRegiorintensive hunting and searching
of carcassedeeding ban.

Planned hunting in infected zone are in theledbaiting places.

Inside the zone§,000 pigsvere presentBetween 26.09.2018 and (®.2018 all pigs in initial
infected zone were culled.

Preventive culling was based on:
(a) the slaughter of pigs in slaughterhouses,
(b) the slaughtering of pigs for owrse,
(c) the killing of pigs in rendering plants (larger farms). Full financial compensation was
applied.

The procedures of RPEIR 1099/2009 were followed. Piglets were dispasadgfCO2
The rules on the ban on the movement of pigs from bwéding to which new pigs will be
introduced are applied.



In January 201fhe initial infected areavas extended to the west due to seve¥aBcasef
ASFoutside the fencd territory. Moreover, in March 2019%lso severalWB cases occurred
outside the fenced territory in the northern part of the area.
Until 1306/2019 3080 wild boars found dead or shot wesampled
and analysed:

- 2910 in the part | & Il of the annex 2014/709/EXA38 Culled (6+), 624 trapped (3+),

115 night shots (2+)] and

- 823 positive, all in part.lI
Intervention teamscalled Forest Rangers have been establistspecially created teams of
shooters employed by the Waliean authorities, operating in the infecte area. They use
night vision, thermal imaging and silencers for their operatignaetwork of traps has been
implemented (+150) mainly in the renforced observation and vigilance zones.

A combination of hunting an night shooting is used.cAtcasse$rom the infectedareaand

the re-inforced observation zonare collected in a specialized collection center, and then
disposed of irthe rendering plant.

Hunters shall receive 100 Etthe reinforced observation zone and 50 EU in the vigilance
zonefor each wild boar brought to a wild boar collection centre.

By 14 June 2019, 180 km of fences had bestablished

Part | of the Annex t&ID 2014/709/EUk relatively smallThere is an intensive hunting in
Partl.

A Strategic Expert Group aatmonal level is being set up to analyse the situation and assess
the actions.

Additional procedures for washing and disinfection of vehicles transporting pigs to ASF
countries have been established.

More than 5,500 pigs have been testedl20D0farms There were ngositive results reported.
Prohibition of activities in ASRfected forests without compensatiortHowever,exceptions

to the forest work ban can be granted provided thabsecurity is implemented

Until 14.06.2019 no tests for #hodies(ELISArom feral pigs were conducted®CRgenetic
material detection)s applied for all samples from domestic pigs and wild boar.
The costs oéllwild boar activities arsupportedby the Walloon government.

22 new veterinarians have been recruitedtla¢ federallevel in the FASFC.

There were no feral pigs in Flanders until 20062018 1614 WB were hunted. TB&TADs
team was informed thattathe presentthere is noestimaion of population ofWBdue to lack

of scientific method for calculation of WB population.

10 zones have been createxh bordered with fenceshighways, railway lines and national
borders.

A prototype system of evaluation of the wild boar population based on the use of ghaps
placed in specific locatiorsas ben presented. Several hunting teams are currently doing this
work.



No encouragementike artificial feedingshould be given tavild boarto come to theplaces
with the photo- traps.

The preliminary results arencouraging Sometimes vegetation interferes with taking good
photos.

On this stagehe system is not able to recognise individual animiss the same wild boar
may be photographed several times

Additionally, observations in Flanders show ttae toavailability of large feed basemales
can achieve a breeding weight of about 3firk just 6 months of age. In additiotaking into
account the hypothesis advanced for whole Eurdpe, population growth is caused by mild
winters, increase of maize kivation, large numbers of oaks which produce large quantities
of fruit every 23 years.

Increased bisecurityrequirements have been introduced ftine around 7,200pig farms in
Belgium

Belgium has no derogation for one pig undiertification andRegistration ofAnimals
Biosecuritycontrols are carried out by the owners as part of the-ssessment. Once a year
the checklist for bisecuritywill be done by a private practicingterinarianwho takes care

of the farm. Every ower of a pig farm must have a contract with veterinarian for
epidemiological surveillancé\s a standard, therarea min. 3 visits per year.

Attempts to introduce compartments are not advanced as most farms are family farms with
up to 15,000 pigs.

Farns aredivided into2 groupsup to 3 pigs and above. It is now planned to change the law
to make therequirementsfor biosecuritysimilar.

As regards the use of cereals and straw from infected areas, studies are currently underway.
As far as farmed fergligs are concerned, only a fdarms are registered.

Private practitioners working in pig sectdo not take samples froriVB because of the 72
hours of quarantineapply after the contact with wild boars$n addition, samples from wild
boars are taken byeterinarians selected by the region who do not work with pigs.

Laboratory system:
1 National Reference Laboratory
2 Regional Laboratories for nogin and soutlern Belgum.

WB samplesare sent to the NRLSamples of pigs are tested in regional laboragst
Confirmatory tests are carried out in the NRL. The reason for this separation is to avoid cross
contamination.

Visit to the local branch of the FASFC in Gent.

LCUWU Governmentall.ocal Control Unit for EaBlanders. The FASFC veassablished in 2002
and employs 1310 people. The budget is 164 millioR EU

LCU can cover more thdradministrative unif e.g. visiteaffice cover€ast Flandeyandpart
of Flemish Braban



LCUis generally active in 3 sector@rimary production (intuding slaughterhouses),
processing and distribution.
Primary production includes animal health requirementientification and registration of
animalsand veterinary pharmaeuticals Supervision is carried out through inspections and
sampling as well appropriate IT tools.
Thecentral serviceslevelop:

- sampling plans including No and kind of samples, type of production,

- technical sheets, including the guide how to takeaampleand how to protect them

during the trip to laboratory,
- standard reports of sampling.

All controls are recorded. The FBO pays for each inspection following the detection of
deficiencies.

Samples are taken on farms in case of suspicion.

The LCU hasstandard level of frequency @abmpulsoryfarm inspections which is @ein 12

years if a seltheck system is in place. If there is no such system in place, official controls are
carried out every 8 years.

At present, no changes are made to the contna@gluency system but additional control
actions are organised for all farms.

Private practitioners carry out farm inspections at least 3 times a year.

The FBO has 7 days to report the events to the Central Data Base of Identification of Animals.
The LCU my has general knowledge about the number of farms in the administrative
jurisdiction regions. The No of farms in supervised 2 administrative isratsout 1000, but

LCU has to ask the database manager questions about the number of animals on these farms
each time.

In addition, theabovementioned private veterinarians verify the number of pigs and make
corrections to the CDB.

During the time of the missiorhe LCU had no u-date data on the number of samples
taken from feral pigs or pigs in 2018. The reason for this is that samples of feral pigs are sent
directly to the NRL.

In addition, it is the veterinary experts who decide on the sampling and there annual
sampling plarior ASF

All monitoring data for pigs and feral pigee collected ad hoc from the private veterinarians
ordering thetestingandfrom the laboratories

Regulari CUeceivesinformation from the rendering plant about the increain the number

of deaths of pigs.

The LCU does not have data on the feral pig population. This data is collected by the Flemish
Government.

The LCU does not have a contingency plan of itsawvaif necessary, the instructions will be
provided from thecentral crisis cermr.

Simulation exercises were organised from the central level in July BOt®e details of these
exercises were not provided.

The LCU provided information about the training of veterinarians.



Currently 50- 100 veterinarians can take samples from animals for testing in the direction of
ASF and control this account of the farm.

Additionally, the regional laboratory provides weekly information about the epidemiological
situation to allprivate practitionersvho have contracts with farms. This is done viaa&l and
information on the website of the FASFC headquarters.

If there issuspcion of ASF on a farm, private veterinarian will inform the official veterinarian
of the LCU. The actions in the outbreak are coordinated from the central level.

In the caseof a positive resulof ASF testsn the farm, the laboratory first notifethe crisis
centre at the headquartex which then notifies theprivate veterinarian, the LCU and the
owner of the farm.

As a standardor outbreak reactionwithin a radius of up to 500 m from the outbreak, farm
inspections are carried out by LQifficials andbetween 500m and 10 km by private
veterinariars in charge of the farms.

LCU as additional important activitarry out theimport controlsof animals, and food

LCUsnot involved in the training of hunters and do not have regular contacts thém.

The regional laboratory and the NRL generally organise training coursesdanagansand
farmers.

The LCU was n@rofoundly familiar with the requirements of CID 2014/709/EU during the
Visit.

Visit to a pig farm

A farm with a full production cycle. 200 sows and production of about 6000 fattening pigs per
year. Fattening up to 110 kg.

The last modernisation took place in 20IThe farm is partially fencdéont side) The owner

plans tocompletea fence for the whole farm. Pigs are kept on a concrete grid.

The owner sends pigs to one slaughterhouse (cooperative). Collection of pigs from the holding
are on Sundays or Mondayat one time about 190 pigs are delivered for slaughter. The car
arrives to the farm empty.

Pigs get only dry feed produced in an external plant from its own raw material (corn, wheat).
Mortality rate: 10% piglets, 2.5% weaners.

Dead animals are moved torefrigerated containelocated outside of the farmwithin 24h
notification of falls is reported and-2 times per week collection of carcasses is carried out.
Visits by a privateeterinarianwho already takes care of the herd for 15 years,mdormed

every 2 months.

Blood samples are taken for testing every 3 months or so. In 2019, 90 blood samples were
taken and 5 samples were taken from those who died in the PRRS direction. No samples were
takenfor the ASF yet.

The owner of pigs does not employ anyone from owd<ial service pigs.
Pigs are nobroughtfrom other farms to renew the population.



The owner had a good knowledge of the ASF risk in Belgium and of the symptoms and
prophylaxisthereof. He also had knowledge of the presence of feral pigs in the area
surrounding theholding.
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Visit to a smallcommercial pig holding free range.

The farm is located in Wallonia, in an area outside of any zones listia iannex of CID
2014/709/EU.

10 sows kept in a fenced area approximately 150 m from the farm premises.

Transport of pigs by own means of transport from the place of rearing to the place of loading
of the pigs to the slaughterhouse. Between 150 and 180 pigs are delivered annudily to t
slaughterhouse. The meat is collected from the slaughterhouse by the owners and sold
together with the products in their own shap troughdeliveries to customers from different
parts of the country

Pigs fed on their own uncooked feed.

They do not by saws Adomesticboar was purchased.

Pigs are marked with a tattoo or earring.

Disinfection of the vehicle transporting pigs to the slaughterhouse before loading is carried
out by the owners of the farm themselves.

The owners plan to set up a systémkeep the pigs in closed buildings.



The veterinarian visits the farm everyd3months. Samples are taken for Aujeszky's disease
and Salmonella. So far, there have been no tests for ASF.

All cases of falls a@ssessedby the owners.

The owners have not had a visit from an M@térinarianin recent yearsThe last scheduled
visit by official veterinarian hasebn carried out in 2012.

2

H Aus BESCHERM ONZE
VARKENS |

TOEGANG VERBODEN |

;k-_ ‘if
Visit to Walloon Regiorr WB carcasses disposal, fences, traps, WB population management.

About 8% of the forests in Belgium are located in \Gfaik.

WB mpulation management in Wallgais in the hands of local hunting associations. There is
no representation of hunters at regional or national level.

The collection of carcasses biosecurity and WB population management system is
implemented at regional level.

The development and impleemtation of the plan was entrusted to the Directorate for
Agriculture, Nature and Environment of Waidlaand the University of Liege.

Before the crisis preparations were made at regional and central level. Meetings were
organisedmin. 1 x year.

In March2018 the National Task Force was established.

Since March 2018, several conferences have been organised for hunters and veterinarians,
including those from Luxembourg.



In June 2018 the first bsecuritytraining for the collection and disposal of wild boar took
place. By June 2019, 5 seminars for hunters had already been organised. A total of 500 people
hasbeen trained.

The procedure for collecting fallemild boarconsists of prospectiorpackaginggxtraction,
disinfection and transportThe carcasses are packaged on site at the discovery point

This work is carried out by persons from Civil Protection.

Since October 2018 all carcasses, including those shtraargportedto the specialkcollection

centre in Virton.

In collection centre thautopsies sampling and documeation are carried out

At the time ofthe GFTADSs teanvisit, 3 collecthn centres were organized.

The results of laboratory tests of V@mplesare availablein avery short time, i.e. 12 hours.
Currently, serological testfELISApf WB are carried oubnly within the framework of
scientific researchwhile PCR is standard method for all samples.

Outside the infected area a group of 15 veterinaria@sorganized to take samples frowild
boar. By midJune 2019, 17Wild boais were tested outside the zones. All with negative
results.

In infected zone hunters get 100 HUROZ and 50 in @ packagng a shot wild boar, which
is then transported to a ctacting centre. Found dead wild boar are managed by the Civil
Protection onlyNofinancial incentive$or shooting a wild boar are foreseen yet.

There are groups of forestmgers for night shootings.



Theinitial zone designated by the Watl@mnauthorities is about 630 kfand the current zone

is about 1100krh

Deadwild boarsare searched by thgroups of 48 peopleamongl - 2 leaders who know the
localenvironmentalconditions The search is conductedery week anance a monthn the
samearea Approximately 42 people per 2 weeks are engaged.

When a dead boar is found, it @escribed in detaivith GPS coordinate$ocation, terrain
characteristics and the state of decomposition according to the scale from 1 to 5 are recorded.
Thereafterthe carcass mrapped and handed over by the Civil Protection to colleatemtre.

The searchederritorial sectorsare marked on maps and sent wittetailed datato the
regional coordinator for evaluation.

Theextensivesystem of fegesisimplemented to control the diseas& to 5 km of fences can

be constructed per dayMonitoring of technicatondition of fences is done daily. Fences are
built in several rows at a distance of about 10 km from each other. Fences of the second and
even hird order are located in such a way that they form closed sectors (areas) for wild boars.
According to the veterinary authorities of Walla, the fence greatly slows down the
progression of the disease. Cases of ASF escaping from the fence were pozhesely by
openingsin the fence, e.g. in urban areas, or failure to close the gates tdattmefields, and
possibledrivenhuntsas well



